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POLIO ERADICATION ONE STEP CLOSER THANKS TO ROTARY CLUB(s) in xxx 

Members of the Rotary Club(s) of xxx in xxx have vowed to back an international campaign to stamp out polio from the world for good. 

The Rotary club (s) of xxx have committed to take up Rotary’s $100 million challenge – a drive to match a recent $100 million challenge grant given to Rotary by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to help the organisation in its quest to wipe out polio for good.  
Polio eradication has been Rotary's top priority since 1985. Since then, polio cases have fallen from 350,000 a year to a recorded 1,315 last year. Two billion children have been protected from the disease, and the number of endemic countries has fallen from 125 to just four: Afghanistan, India, Nigeria and Pakistan.

It is estimated that five million children have been spared from disability and 250,000 deaths have been averted. 

Xxx, president of Rotary Club of xxx said: “We are so close to stamping out polio for good. A world without polio has been Rotary’s dream for many years and there are only four countries left to tackle.  

“As long as one case of polio remains in the world, no child is safe from this deadly disease. We want to share in the legacy of wiping out a disease that has caused so much disability and death worldwide.”

The Rotary Club (s) of xxx will be organising a range of fundraising events over the next three years to help Rotary reach its target.

Rotary clubs across Great Britain and Ireland have so far raised more than £10.5 million towards polio immunization. Across the world, Rotarians have helped contribute £376 million (US $700 million) to fund polio immunization activities.

Rotary is the key private sector partner in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, which launched in 1988, and works alongside the World Health Organisation, UNICEF and the US Centre’s for Disease Control and Prevention in their combined war against polio.

 For more details on how you could help end polio now, visit www.rotary.org/en/EndPolio.
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NOTE FOR EDITORS: 

1. Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland, part of Rotary International, has 1,845 clubs and 58,000 members. 

2. Rotary International was founded in 1905 in Chicago and is now the world’s largest international service organisation with 1.2 million professional men and women as members. There are 32,000 clubs in 200 countries and geographical areas. 

Rotary initiates local and global projects to promote world understanding and peace and improve life conditions for people of all ages and cultures

